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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 May 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/31/2007 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's reply filed on 5/31/2007 is acknowledged. Current pending claims are 
1-3, 5-10 and 12-18. Claims 1 and 8 are amended. Applicant's arguments with respect 
to claims 1-3, 5-10 and 12-18 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. The 112, second paragraph, rejection of claims 1-8 is withdrawn 
in view of the amendments. 

Remarks 

3. In regards to claim 1 , it is being assumed - that the front panel in front of the 
body has top and bottom frames and top and bottom flanges - for purposes of 
examination. 

4. In regards to claim 5, it has been assumed for purposes of examination that the 
notch recesses are formed in the top and bottom flanges ONLY; therefore, the side 
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flanges are notchless. Claim 5 is attempting to claim only the position of the top/bottom 
flange notch recesses in relation to the horizontal plane of the washing machine. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The term "outline part of the front panel" is not 
understood from the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-10, 12, and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Tetsuo et 
al. (JP 8-299684). 

8. Tetsuo et al. teaches a washing machine consisting of a cabinet having front, 
back, rear, bottom, and side panels/plates with the front panel containing a plurality of 
notch recesses. The body has an open front side. A tub is provided inside the cabinet, 
and a drum rotatably installed inside the tub, Fig. 8. The notch recesses are formed at 
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both ends of the top and bottom flanges and in the vicinity of both ends of the top and 
bottom frames, Fig. 1 (see notation below). 




9. The front panel 7 consists of top and bottom flanges, respectively, which are bent 
from the top and bottom edges of the front panel 7 in a rear direction and, respectively 
and side flanges, respectively, are bent in the rear direction. The front panel also has a 
top frame 8 and a bottom frame 15. The notch recesses are formed at one side of 
portions where the front panel is assembled to the body. 
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10. Fig. 1 , indicates notch recesses formed at the outline part of the front panel at 
both ends of the top and bottom flanges on the side of the panel and in the vicinity of 
both ends of the top and bottom of the frames, respectively. The notch recesses are 
formed at both ends of the side flanges. 

1 1 . The top and bottom flanges extend toward the open front side and the notch 
recesses are located at each corner of the top and bottom flanges. The notch recesses 
open toward the open front side of the cabinet body. 

12. In the alternative, Tetsuo et al. does not teach an open front portion (where the 
front panel is located); however, it has been held that an obvious choice in design is not 
patentable (In re Kuhle, 188 USPQ 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the Tetsuo et al. to create an open 
front panel horizontal washing machine to achieve the expected result for door 
placement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tetsuo et al. (JP 8-299684)., as applied to claims 1 and 8 above. 

15. Tetsuo et al. does not teach the U-shape of the notch recesses; however, it has 
been held that changes in shape are obvious (In re Dailey 149 USPQ 47). It would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Tetsuo et al. to create a front panel which has notch recesses of shapes such as a U, L 
or V to achieve the expected result. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Riggleman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5935. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jason P Riggleman 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1746 
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